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LAND USE

Affiliate Bowl Future Scene, 1991-92


Telefax from:  Antonia Hughes, Executor of Estate of H. Peter Mettephin

Date:  February 28, 2017

It saddens me to report on the death of friend and billionaire H. Peter Mettephin.  You will be pleased to find he has remembered you in his will, though.  Your presence, via teleconference, is requested on March 7, 2017, for a viewing of the will.

When Kingston Allen, Director of the Consortium for Economic Growth in Australia (CEGA) and Sara Towslen, President of Global Conservation (GC), each received the above telefax a month ago, a series of events was set in motion.  At the viewing of the will, it was revealed that Mettephin owned a huge amount of property in northern Australia:  one million acres of undeveloped land.

According to the will, CEGA is to receive 65 percent of the tract:  650,000 acres along the east, west, and south sides of the area.  GC is to receive 35 percent of the tract:  350,000 acres along the north side of the area, with its east, west, and south sides tucked into the land of CEGA.

Both groups are very excited about their inheritance.  But, they and many others are becoming aware of potential problems that could result from an economic development group and a conservation group existing side-by-side.  Mettephin was known to be a practical joker.  Is this his “last laugh”?

CEGA quickly made plans for their share of the land.  They envision a series of industrial and resort areas to boost Australia’s economy.  Because Australia is rapidly becoming a leader in time-continuum technology, this gift of land would allow CEGA to establish major research centers.  Also, travel has become so inexpensive in the last ten years that people go all over the world for four-day weekends.  CEGA’s resort centers would cater to these people with microwave holograms in the sky, giant outdoor laserball games, and every kind of entertainment imaginable.  There are also plans for a major international transportation system, featuring airships, hydro-shuttles, and a maglev rail system.

GC also has quickly made plans for its share of the land.  This group has long wanted to set up a huge nature preserve and living museum.  The land, which is within 100 kilometers of the world-famous Kakadu National Park, will become home to thousands of species, both endangered and not endangered, from around the world.  A new technology that invisibly creates any kind of climate in any size outdoor area will be used to set up many different ecosystems for the species.

Of course, the Australian government is watching closely as all of the plans grow.  Undeveloped government land almost completely surrounds the Mettephin tract.  Over the last 50 years, the government has leased much of the land for mineral exploration and livestock farming – cattle, deer, emus, and kangaroos.  Since the government and Mettephin lands have been mostly unoccupied by humans, no one has ever taken accurate surveys of the land.  The borders are very uneven, so electronic fencing has never been used in the area either.

It has become very clear that CEGA, GC, agricultural producers, the Australian government, and other concerned parties are headed for major conflicts over the Mettephin land.  For a start, CEGA doesn’t like the idea of wild animals wandering into the urban areas.  GC doesn’t like the idea of the pollutions that can come from these urban areas.  Agriculturists are concerned how these changes will affect their livelihood.  The government doesn’t like the speed with which all the changes are taking place.  And that is just the beginning.

Many other challenges concerning land-use issues in the area are quickly surfacing.  Examine the situation and identify as many of the land-use challenges as you can.  Then continue with the FPS process in trying to address one challenge area and solution ideas for solving it.  Your work can help prevent a major conflict over land in Australia.

